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Accommodation  

1. Defined terms 
Please refer to the Glossary to TOPS for definitions of key terms and concepts used 

throughout this document. Terms in italics are defined in that glossary. 

2. Privacy 

At all stages of this policy, members’ privacy must be considered, and Scouts Tasmania’s 

Privacy Policy applies. 

3. Parental and youth member consent to accommodation arrangements  
Accommodation arrangements for an overnight activity must be assigned and 

communicated to both parents and youth members before the activity. Consent for these 

arrangements should be obtained from parents in advance. If changes to the sleeping 

arrangements are necessary, before they are implemented, parents and youth members 

must be informed. In situations where obtaining consent from parents prior to the change 

is not feasible, parents must be notified as soon as possible after the change has been 

made.  

4. Risk assessment 
Accommodation arrangements must be considered as part of on overnight activity’s risk 

assessment, with special consideration given to child safe requirements. Please refer to 

Scouts Australia’s Child Protection Policy which must be adhered to. An Activity Plan 

must be completed for all overnight activities. 

5. Youth member accommodation 

Youth members in the Joey Scout, Cub Scout, and Scout sections must not be 

accommodated alone in a sleeping space (including, but not limited to, tents, halls, and 

cabins). Exemptions to this rule may only occur with the agreement from the youth 

member, their parent, and relevant Sectional Commissioner. 

When hiking, Venturer Scouts are permitted to utilise individual hiking tents or swags, 

with prior consent and agreement from the youth member and parent. 

6. Sleeping and bathroom provisions  

Refer to the National P&R R12.8 SLEEPING AND BATHROOM PROVISIONS. That 

policy provides that:  

1. Sleeping, changing shower and toilet facilities for members need to be in keeping 

with legal requirements and Scouts Australia’s Child Protection Policy. 

2. Provision shall be made for separate private changing facilities, showers & toilets 

for youth members and adults. These must be designated with clear signage. 

3. In every camp or overnight activity each person must have separate bedding. 

4. Where possible, separate sleeping accommodation, tents or suitably partitioned 

dormitories are required for boys, girls, male and female adult Leaders. 

5. Transgender or gender diverse members should be supported to use changing 

facilities, showers & toilets in line with their gender identity, or gender-neutral 

facilities if available and preferred. 

https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Glossary.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Privacy.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Privacy.pdf
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Consent-Approval-Activities.pdf
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
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6. Sleeping arrangements should align with what transgender and gender diverse 

members are comfortable with, in line with their affirmed gender identity. For 

minors, this should be in consultation with their parents.  

7. When updating/ building facilities, if financially viable, preference should be given 

to suitable gender-neutral bathroom facilities that provide individual privacy.  

7. Adult/youth member interaction 

There is a minimum requirement of two adults (which must include at least one Leader 

with a Certificate of Proficiency), supervising youth members at all times. For Adult/ 

Youth ratios, the adult numbers should be counted only to include those who are actively 

supervising the youth. For example, adults who are preparing food in a different room 

are not supervising youth. 

As per National Policy and Rules R5-8, it is preferable for Units to have a female Leader 

where female youth members are present, and a male Leader where male youth 

members are present. In seeking parent approval for attendance at patrol or unit 

overnight activities, advice must be provided on the leadership attendance and sleeping 

arrangements.  

For non-binary/ agender youth members, organisers will ensure (either through 

confirming with the youth member themself, or a parent), that there will be an adult 

present that the youth member feels comfortable speaking to if they have a need while 

on the camp/ activity. It is recommended that this is undertaken for all youth members 

attending the camp/ activity. 

Where youth members and adults are in shared accommodation (such as Scout Halls, 

lodges and similar communal facilities), wherever possible there should be a clear 

physical separation (e.g. a screen) between adult members and youth members.   

Under no circumstances should an adult share accommodation with only one 

youth member during an overnight activity conducted by Scouts Tasmania. 

Should this situation arise, for any reason, an Incident Report must be submitted 

at the earliest practical opportunity. 

If the parent of a youth member has assumed full responsibility from Scouts Tasmania 

for the care and supervision of that youth member, the requirement for separate 

accommodation does not apply to the youth member and their parent sharing 

accommodation. At that point, the overnight activity is considered to be conducted by the 

parent, not by Scouts Tasmania, in relation to the youth member. 

8. Camping in tents 

In addition to the other rules in the Adventurous Activities Policy, camping in tents by Joey 

Scouts/Cub Scouts is permitted only on the following conditions: 

1. Adequate alternative shelter is available for the use of the Joey Scouts/Cub 

Scouts in the event of adverse weather conditions. 

2. Undercover toilets are available adjacent to or close to the sleeping area. 

3. Tents should be set up in daylight wherever practical. 

9. Reporting requirements if change to sleeping arrangements 

In addition to obtaining parent consent (where possible) for any changes to sleeping 

arrangements, any changes that result in a contravention to this policy must be 

documented in an incident report (e.g., a youth member unexpectedly leaving an event 

https://scouts.com.au/members/key-resources/
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Incident-Reporting.pdf
https://tas.scouts.com.au/tops/Adventurous-Activities.pdf
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during the night due to illness, leaving a single youth member in a tent). 

 

Related policies and resources: 

• Scouts Australia Policy and Rules  

• Scouts Australia Child Protection Policy 

• Adventurous Activities Policy 

• Child Safe Policy and Procedures 

• Consent and Approval for Scouting Activities 

• Incident Reporting 

• Medication Procedures 

• Privacy Policy 

• Transport Policy 

• Youth Membership and Sectional Information 
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