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Branch Calendar 
June Event Where 

3 Branch AGM ( South )                                                                                         City Gate Baptist Church, Mornington 

3 - 5 Scout Invasion—Statewide Event for Venturers  

3 - 5 Caving Trained Participant Course TBA 

17 - 19 Scouting Adventure Course Fulton Park 

July   

2 Safe Cycling Day Course Sandford Scout Hall 

2 Gilwell Reunion The Lea 

29 - 31 Advanced Bushwalking & Alpine Course BP Lodge 

August   

18 - 20 Gang Show Performances TBA 

19 - 21 First Aid Course  

24 - 27 Agfest - Abseiling Assistance required, perfect for experience Quercus Park 

September   

3 Scouting Leadership Course W/E 1 ( Wood Badge ) Ross ( TBA ) 

10 J/C/SGL Conference TBA 

11 Joey State Event Campbell Town 

23 - 25 Tenniswood Trophy ( North West )  

30 - 2 Bushwalking TP Mt Cameron 

October   

1 & 2 Scouting Essentials Course The Lea 

7 - 10 Mountain Bike Camp  

14 - 16 Basic Seamanship Course & Seamanship Update TBA 

15 & 16 JOTA/JOTI  

16 Cubs Regional/District Event  

21 - 23 Scouting Adventure Course The Lea 

28 - 33 Scouting Leadership Course W/E 2  ( Wood Badge ) The Lea 

November   

19 & 20 Basic Abseiling Course   ( Day 1 ) &  Basic Kayaking/Canoeing Course ( Day 2 )  

20 Basic Kayaking/Canoeing  

December   

2 - 4 State Venture  

16 Branch Headquarter Closes for 2022 The Lea 

       William ( Bill ) Edward Reid      7 September 1951 -  19 April 2022 
 

Bill was one of our long term volunteers from the Fraser Creek Scout Hut near Queenstown.                                    
Bill was a Cub, then Scout with the Queenstown Scout Group sixty years ago. 
 

     Stalwart will be fondly remembered  Rest in Peace 

Gone 
Home 
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 Chief Commissioner’s Report 

International  Scouting  Visitors 
A few weeks back, The Lea had some visitors from Bangladesh.  
 

These five men were all  Scout Leaders and Wood Badge holders 
from Scouts Bangladesh. 
 

They saw the Scout Sign at The Lea and just called in to say Hello. 
 

They were very excited to look around the Heritage Centre Muse-
um and see all things Scouting old and new.  
 

They were also very interested in having a picture with me ( a 
Scouts Tasmania Life Member ) in front of the Life Member Board 
in the foyer. 
 

Maria Direen      State Office Manager 

This is my last Chief's Newsletter Report, as most of you know, it has been an incredible journey and something I will never 
forget. Of course, some parts haven't been clean sailing, but having a great team has made all the difference, and I thank 
them all for their time and effort in serving the Youth of Tasmania. 
 

Happy Volunteer Week, 16-22 May. I hope you received an email from me with a certificate thanking you for all your great 
work. Our State Facebook page also had a “thank you” with some slides. Our organisation would not be here without you. 
 

ANZAC camps and parades have done us proud again this year. We requested photos to be put on our Facebook page. It 
was great to see several Groups doing just that. This was one of the Marketing Committee's suggestions which I thought 
was great. One of the many things the Marketing Committee is trying to get Groups to do more marketing to get the 
Scouting name into the community. Also, it was great to hear the Hellyer DC speaking on ABC radio about the ANZAC Day 
vigil they do every year, all great PR for us. 
 

It's full steam ahead towards every Formation using Xero. It has been great to see so many Groups waiting to get onto the 
accounting system. If your Group hasn't already done so, don't hesitate to contact Maria at BHQ. When everyone is on 
Xero, it will be easier to help each other when problems occur, or you don't know how something is done. 
 

Unfortunately, I had to attend another funeral—this time not a Scouting Leader but the well-known wife of a Leader, Mal-
colm Grant. Linley Grant was a Guide Leader and a prominent supporter of Scouting through Malcolm. She will be sadly 
missed by the Guiding and Scouting communities. 
 

Phil, Nigel, and I also attended the Guide AGM at Orana. A high tea topped the meeting afterwards, held in the middle of 
the day on Saturday, which is different. It was great to see most of the Guide Leaders we met at the Regatta, Cuboree and 
other joint events. 
 

Our Marketing Committee is still working on our website, looking at Show Bags, and helping Groups and District get their 
events onto social media. So, if you think we might be able to help you in any way, don't hesitate to get in touch with us. 
 

We have a new Grants Officer. She is in the process of writing what she thinks is the best way to proceed with Grants. She 
will be working with Phil and Gabby in the upcoming months to implement these ideas. So, don't put your Grants on hold. 
 

As I said before, this is my last Newsletter as Chief, so I wish Phil the best of luck in the position. The changeover will be at 
the AGM, so on the 4th of June, Phil Harper will be the Chief Commissioner, and I know he will do well in his new position. 
 

On the 4th of June, the day after the AGM, the State Executives Committee will be looking at the State Constitution. This is 
overdue, and it will be a big job to complete. Our TOPs is also being worked on, and a draft will be available soon. 
 

Footnote, I read an article that said 25,000 hours were spent with ones families, which decreased by 80% when mobile 
phones came in. I think that is sad. 
The other interesting thing I thought was "that tomorrow doesn't happen overnight" could be a good Marketing saying. 
 

Michael Hovington                                                   Chief Commissioner                                                            cc@scoutstas.com.au 
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Joey Report 
What a busy term it has been so far! Well done to those Joey Scouts that participated in Jamboree on the 
Trail (JOTT).  It really is fantastic to think of Scouts from around the world all outdoors hiking on the same 
day. If you want to see some fantastic photos of Scouts from around the world (including Tasmania) partici-
pating in JOTT go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/jotthike/ . I've also included some photos of Joey 

Scouts enjoying JOTT at the end of this report.  
 

Joey Scout State Event 
Plans are well underway for the Joey Scout State Event in Campbell Town on the 
11th of September. A big thank you to our Joey Scout Branch Council for all the 
work they have been putting in to make this event a success. There will be lots of 
games and activities, as well as the chance to meet real-life heroes!       
Registration will be opening shortly. 

 

Commissioner's Challenge 
It has been great seeing Joey Scouts out and about in our beautiful outdoors working on the 
Commissioner’s "Outdoor" Challenge. Keep up the great work Joeys! Don't forget that your Unit 
needs to “plan, do and review” 8 of the 12 outdoor challenges. 
 

Unit Build resource 
For any number of reasons Joey Scout numbers fluctuate, especially as Youth members move to 
the Cub Scout Section.  To help Groups with the important task of recruiting Joey Scouts, don't 
forget we have a Unit Build resource kit to provide the necessary support, ideas and tools. It 
includes posters, flyers and Newsletter advertisements. If you need a copy of the Unit Build re-
source kit please let me know. 
 

Joey Scout Challenge Award 
Since the last Newsletter two Joey Scouts have been awarded the 
Joey Scout Challenge Award. Congratulations to Lexi Cameron from 
North West Bay Joey Scouts and to Hayden Lankester from 1st  
Tamar Joey Scouts for achieving this award. It really is a fantastic 
achievement! 
 

As always, if you have any Joey Scout related questions, please don't 
hesitate to contact me.  
 

Happy Joey Scouting! 
 

Ruth Henderson           
Branch Commissioner Joey Scouts          
bc.joeys@tas.scouts.com.au 

Taroona Joeys  
searching for  

traces of  
animals 

Jamboree of the Trail 
North West Bay Joeys Scouts on the Trail 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/jotthike/
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Cub Report 

 

Grey Wolf Award 
 

   Alex Hanstein       Clarence Scout Group 
  Jago Toth            4th Launceston Scout Group 

02 July – Gilwell Reunion 
29-31 July – Bushwalking (Alpine) 
16 October – Cub District/Regional Event 

Jamboree On The Trail (JOTT) 
Did your Cub Unit get out and about for Jamboree On The Trail (JOTT)? Did you upload your photos to the JOTT Facebook 
Group ?          https://www.facebook.com/groups/jotthike/  
I’ve heard from some Units who were out and about, but I’d love to hear from more. Please get in touch and let me know. 
 

Commissioners Challenge 
A reminder of the requirements for the Commissioners Challenge badge for 2022. Remember these can be completed at any 
time during 2022. 
• Earn at least one SIA badge from any of the six areas; 
• Participating/assisting in three activities from the Challenge areas (Creative, Community, Outdoors, Personal Growth), 

with (at least one from each of)  
  their Patrol,  
  their Unit, and  
  another Group; and  

• complete the Stage 2 (or higher) requirements of an Outdoor Adventure Skill from any of the nine streams.  
 

This should be achievable for Cubs by just attending the weekly meetings. If you need some help with joining another Group 
please contact your DCSL for assistance & ideas. 
 

Cub Leadership Course 
The Kingborough District (along with some guests from the Huon) recently held a Cub Leadership Day and from all reports it 
was very successful with all the Cubs having a great day. Well done to Terry & the team!  photos below. 
 

Upcoming Events 
  03 June – Branch AGM 
  17-19 June – Scouting Adventure 
 

Good Hunting! 
 

David Henwood 
Branch Commissioner Cubs 
bc.cubs@tas.scouts.com.au  

Cub Leadership Day  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/jotthike/
mailto:bc.cubs@tas.scouts.com.au
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Scout Report 
Welcome to June; we’re nearly halfway through the Scouting year!  Did your Scout Unit get out for JOTT last 
month?  There were some good photos on the Facebook pages!  Last weekend, I visited the Clarence and 
Wellington District Camps — there were about 20 Patrols and it was great to see so many Scouts having fun! 
 

This month I’m talking about Numbers, COVID, Upcoming Events, Quiz, All-Leaders Weekend & Commissioner’s Challenge. 
 

Numbers 
Unfortunately our decline has continued into May 
and our numbers in the Scout Section have fallen 
below 500.  This is the lowest number in seven years 
and I am hopeful of a rebound!  At the same time, 
Joeys, Cubs, and Rovers are also declining, but Joey 
numbers are high.  Cubs has fallen to nearly 450 
which is also the lowest in seven years. 
We need to keep doing what we can to offer fun activities and the numbers will return when COVID is behind us. 
 

COVID-19 
On Sunday May 22nd, the Chief Commissioner sent around the revised Scouts Tasmania policy for keeping our members safe 
from COVID-19.  I encourage every Leader to read it and to share it with all Scouts and their families.  We are still requiring 
masks be worn and tent occupancy is still limited.  Importantly, close contacts are not permitted at any Scouting activities.  
Please familiarise yourself with the policy. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Looking ahead into June, there is: 
Trained Participant (i.e. Advanced) Caving Course on the weekend of June 3rd–5th.   
Later in the month (from June 17th–19th) is a Scouting Adventure Course at Fulton Park. 
From November 19th–20th the Sir Ernest Clark Trophy will be held at The Lea.  This will be a heavy-weight (standing) camp with 
meals cooked on fires.  Please put this in your calendar and please try to get a Patrol from your Group there. 
 

Quiz 
No one has bragging rights from last month’s quiz.  There were no completely correct answers received!  The answers were: 1. 
270x — and that’s why we don’t store LP gas in tents; 2. “State”; 3. Bushcraft, Bushwalking, and Camping; 4. Feathered; 5. Phil 
Harper; 6. Friday June 3rd; 7. Stage 5 (but we should be using Youth members who are at least two levels up); 8. 8 hours; 9. 
False — Scouts must be 11 years old to start in the Section and need to move to Venturers before their 15th birthday; 10. 1:8. 
 

This month’s questions are: 
1. Does the ‘2-Deep’ Rule apply only to physical presence? 
2. Is a Personal Reflection required for an Australian Scout Award? 
3. Do SIA projects have to be based around Scouting activities? 
4. What is the name of the Group you join when you complete your Scouting Leadership Course? 
5. Who is your District Scout Leader? 
 

All-Leaders Weekend 
The Sectional Commissioners will shortly be meeting with the Chief Commissioner to determine whether we’ll hold an All-
Leaders Weekend.  I surveyed Scout Leaders and the results were: 
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Training  Report 

Scout Report cont’d 
Commissioner’s Challenge 
To earn the Commissioner’s Challenge badge, during 2022 (i.e. at any time in the calendar year), a Scout should: 
• Earn at least one SIA badge from any of the six areas; 
• participate/assist/lead in three activities from the Challenge areas (Creative, Community, Out-

doors, Personal Growth), with (at least one activity from each of)  
 their Patrol,  
 their Unit, and  
 another Group; and  

• complete the Stage 3 (or higher) requirements of an Outdoor Adventure Skill from any of the nine streams.  
 

It’s not onerous, and most Scouts should achieve this just by coming to Scouts throughout the year!  Many Districts share 
events such as buddy nights, Founder’s Day, ANZAC and Remembrance Day, Leadership courses, District Camps, and Dis-
trict/Regional Events.  I’ve set the bar low because I want it to be inclusive, and I want to encourage participation. 
 

If you have any questions about anything, please get in touch. 
 

Julian Dermoudy                                          Branch Commissioner Scouts                                          bc.scouts@tas.scouts.com.au 

Leader Training 
Last weekend I attended the National Training Committee in Sydney and meet with all the other Training Commissioner from 
around Australia. We finalised the new Scouting Management Course which will be run hopefully in a couple of months for 
new Group Leaders, Commissioners etc. so look out for the dates. Another interesting development, we are hopeful of being 
able to find insurance for the current activities that our current insurers are not willing to cover us for which is excellent news. 
Scout training should also soon be able to add Wilderness First Aid to our current courses which will help with those needing 
it for the OAS. 
 

Unfortunately we have had to cancel more courses due to lack of numbers so PLEASE if you are interested put your applica-
tions in ASAP to make sure these courses go ahead as we have minimum numbers to allow courses to run. 
Here is a list of upcoming training and dates: 
 

Caving SP/TP 3-5th June – Mole Creek TBA ***NEW COURSE*** Limited Numbers 
Scouting Adventure 17-19th June - FULTON PARK – NW  
Bushwalking TP (Alpine Conditions) 29-31st July – Cradle Mtn Limited numbers 
4WD SP/TP 13-14th August ***NEW COURSE*** Limited numbers 
Scouting Leadership (Wood Badge) 1st day – 3rd September (2nd Weekend 28-30th October) 
 

Please ensure your TOP 7 is sent to Branch at least three weeks before a Courses to help us make sure the course can be run. 
Have you filled in your TOP27 (LOGBOOK) for the month!! 
 

My request to check for this month is for all our long term Leaders that like to do outdoor activities, I would like you to con-
sider logging into the Training portal and completing one or more of the Adventurous Activities training modules. This is im-
portant in showing that as an organisation we are continually reviewing and updating our skills, something that we should 
never take for granted when we are in charge of Youth members. 
 

AGFEST is on the 24-27th August. We will be running the climbing tower at AGFEST which is a fantastic PR event for Scouts and 
if you are interested in assisting please let Thommo (Andrew Thompson) or myself know. We are looking for people that can 
assist both as an abseil/climbing belayer etc. or assisting with administration.  
 
 

** GILWELL REUNION **  
Saturday 2nd July – all holders of a Wood Badge are invited to catch up with their fellow Gilwellians at the Gilwell Reunion, The 
Lea Scout Centre from 5.30 pm. Nibbles, main course, dessert and cheese and biscuits, including all drinks. ( flyer on page 9 ) 
It would be great to see you there, I have some great new jokes. As always partners are very welcome to attend. 
 

If you wish to discuss anything further feel free to drop me an email or call me on 0418 130 996. 
 

Ross Smith 
Branch Commissioner Adult Training & Development 
ross.smith@tas.scouts.com.au 
 

mailto:ross.smith@tas.scouts.com.au
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Years of Service Awards 
     

   5  Years  Kenneth Clayton     Adult Helper      Spreyton Scout Group 
   Bec Edson      Assistant District Comm.    Launceston & Tamar 
   Stuart Ferguson     Assistant Cub Leader     Mt Stuart Scout Group 
   

  10  Years Andrew Fowler     Assistant Scout Leader    Sandford Scout Group 
 

  15  Years Robert Berechree     Assistant Cub Leader     Mt Faulkner Scout Group 
 

  25  Years Jillian Parkinson     Assistant Cub Leader     4th Launceston Scout Group 
 

  35  Years David Chalk      Training Team      Tasmania Branch 

Apple Isle Moot ( AIM ) 
Hi all Leaders, parents and friends of Scouting. The Apple Isle Moot is fast approaching at the end of the year and we are 
looking for some off-site activity leaders 
 

Our offsite activities will be occurring on the 6th & 7th January and we are looking for a variety of skills. 
 

If you are interested in assisting in this capacity or have any questions please email Brad - brad.thompson@moot2023.com.au 
 

We are actively looking for the following positions requiring Scouting qualifications: 
 

- Hiking Leaders  - Safe Participant (Basic Bushwalking) required 
- Abseiling Leaders  - Trained Participant required 
- Rafting Leaders  - Trained Participant required 
 

We are also looking for the following positions: 
- General Off-site Activity Leaders (required to check participants on and off the bus and be the   
 point of contact at the venue if required) 
- Bus driver (anything from regular car license to heavy rigid are required) 
 

Keep your eyes peeled for more opportunities to assist on-site, or email  
the Team       moc@moot2023.com.au            if you have specific skills/ experience to offer!" 
 

Justine McKeown                                Chairperson                            Apple Isle Moot 

mailto:brad.thompson@moot2023.com.au
mailto:moc@moot2023.com.au
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The Lea Scout Centre 
Top of The Lea 

The Lea keeps the cost to Scout & Guide Groups as low as possible, but we need to cover costs, particularly for cleaning & 
maintenance/repairs.  

All our pricings are 50% or less than the general rate. 
 

2022 / 2023 Pricing 
Casual day rate = $2 per person, per day - includes unpowered overnight camping 

 

Storm Hut = $75 1st night, $50 each subsequent night 
 

 

Storm Hut Bunks = $6.50 per person, per night 
 

The Lea provides activities.  
 

Please email our Activities Officer bookings@thelea.com.au  for more information on pricing and activities. 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you at The Lea. 
 

The Lea Board of Management  
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 JOTA/JOTI  

VET Report 
Here are some statistics for SAIT for the year up till the 30th of April.   These are National figures. 

 

 

 

 

 

Value of Qualifications & Statements of Attainment issued by SAIT is $ 985,187. 
 

In Tasmania we currently have 76 students enrolled in Creative, Outdoor, Business & Volunteering. 
 

BSB50820 Diploma of Project Management 
This qualification reflects the role of individuals who apply project management skills and knowledge in a variety of con-
texts, across a number of industry sectors. The job roles that relates to this qualification may include Project Manager and 
Project Team Leader. Individuals in these roles have project leadership and management roles and are responsible for 
achieving project objectives. They possess a sound theoretical knowledge base and use a range of specialised, technical and 
managerial competencies to initiate, plan, execute and evaluate their own work and/or the work of others. 
 

Total number of units = 12 
8 core units 
4 elective units, consisting of: 
2 elective units must be selected from listed electives, for the remaining 2 elective units: 
up to 2 units may be selected from listed electives if not listed, up to 2 units may be selected from a Diploma or above from 
this or any other currently endorsed Training Package qualification or accredited course. 
Chosen elective units must not include BSBPMG430 Undertake project work. 
 

For more information, please email at mike.wilson@tas.scouts.com.au 
 

Mike Wilson 
Branch Commissioner VET 

Some news from the South this month. 
 

The Huonville Electronics And Radio Team (H.E.A.R.T.) have designed a new badge. 
This team includes Michael Sweeney (VK7MRS) and Brian Marriott (VK7BM) and they are mentors 
for those Youth members doing their Amateur Radio training. 
 

On the subject of training, the Huon Radio Patrol has once again begun their Youth Foundation Am-
ateur Radio License Course for 2022. 
 

8 Youth from Port Cygnet Scout Group & Huonville Scout Group are eagerly participating in the 16 
hours of theory to hopefully pass their exam in time for JOTA 2022. 
 

Current members of the Radio Patrol have organised a visit to Glenorchy Scout Group to introduce them to radio and elec-
tronics activities.  
 

If your Group has Youth interested in Radio, no matter where in 
the State, please reach out me, to energize your next JOTA activi-
ty. 
 

Other than a reminder to keep the weekend of 15-16 October 
free for this years JOTA/JOTI, there is nothing else to report at 
this time, other than hoping there will not be another lockdown. 
 

Peter Dodd 
Project Commissioner Radio and Electronics. 
dodd.pc@bigpond.com 

Summary: Venturers Rovers Adults Total 

Qualifications:     

Creative 0 2 1 3 

Outdoor 8 7 50 65 

Business & Vol 17 5 24 46 

Total 25 14 75 114 
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Old and New Scouting 
Our Heritage Team was invited during March to provide a display to 
highlight current Scouting.  This was undertaken in the front window 
at Boniwell Blinds at the main shopping centre in Moonah. Staff un-

dertook this challenge head on; we installed uniforms of former and current Scouts 
Australia along with relevant banners promoting Scouting within the northern sub-
urbs. Thanks to Bill Blake & staff at Boniwell blinds for your assistance. 
 

Scout visitors 
Our Scout museum was graced recently with five Scouters from Bangladesh visiting 
it. Unfortunately we were absent on that day, so BHQ staff filled the breech to con-
duct them around. From feedback it would appear all enjoyed seeing our varied & historic Scouting items, which they do 
not have in their own country ( more on page 3 ).  We further hosted the Rotary Club of Lindisfarne late in March for a night 
tour, escorted by Susan, a fellow Rotarian and staff member. 
 

Vale 
Following on from staff attendance at the funeral of our beloved Late Dugal McDugald, we also respectively were in attend-
ance for the funeral for our Late Scouting/Guiding supporter, Linley Grant. 
 

Contributions Galore 
We continue to be grateful to receive never-ending lots of Scouting items. Recently we received boxes from ex-1st Lindis-
farne Rover Crew & their current Scout Group, with over 32 Trophies, now cleaned and archived for prosperity, though 
hopefully for display during A.I.M. in Dec 22/Jan 23.  
 

Add to this, many and various items : a beautiful 1971 hall opening plaque for 1st Montagu Bay( photo 1 ) & accompanying 
Clarence Sea Scouts, 1st Warrane & Rosny Scout Group pieces from Sue Hill; 1950's song sheets from Gang Show ( photo 4 ), 

via Barry Cannock; various pieces ex-1st Evandale, 2nd Prince of Wales Sea Scouts, Blackmans Bay, from Rose Grant, Mike 
Hovington, Eunice Horn, Mike Wilson, Janet Stephens, plus unattributed other miscellaneous donors. These keep us thriv-
ing, donations always welcome, however kindly leave your name/address, and their heritage details when forwarding.  
 

From some renovations undertaken at “Timbertop”, by The Lea Service Crew, we were entrusted with their 1962 Tasmania 
Huon Crossing, Scout bushwalkers mail box ( photo 3 ). There's a mystery story still to be uncovered here in the future, from 
its association with 1st Glenorchy Group Scouters.  
 

Included within BHQ renovations we appreciate Mathew & his assistants efforts with restoration work on windows at the 
Centre. Much more warmer now, thanks.  
 

Some more Milestones 
I recently was able to finally accomplish restoring the complete 1948 Scout shirt of Noel Larsson, 10th Hobart ( photo 2 ). He is, 
to date, the only known Tasmanian senior Scout qualified to wear the coveted Airmans Scout Award, which qualified him to 
become a King's Scout. The equivalent alternatives were for a Senior Sea Scout to attain his Seamans Award, or a Land Sen-
ior Scout to attain a Bushmans Thong Award, equally to qualify them for their Kings Scout Award, or a Queen’s Scout Award 
post-1953 era. 
 

Further, Team member Lyn Harvey has now updated / completed our Heritage Centre record of the  Kings/Queen’s Scouts 
for all Tasmania, eminating from early 1920's up until 2022. This follows on from the sterling efforts of Don Fitzpatrick.  
 

AIM ( Apple Isle Moot ) 
Thank you to the Moot Committee for your invite to exhibit at the Tassie-hosted, 22nd Australian Rover Moot, scheduled for 
commencement 31 December 2022. More news as this unfolds. 
 

Tony Peck    Tasmanian Scout Heritage Centre     pc.heritage@scoutstas.com.au       03 6243 1500 A/Hrs          0499 250 360 

       Heritage Report  

2 1 3 

4 
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If undelivered return to: 
SCOUTS TASMANIA 
The Lea Scout Centre 
330 Proctors Road 
Kingston  TAS  7050 

  Scouts Tasmania 
             www.tas.scouts.com.au 

                     03 6229 9385 


